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DETAILED ACTION 

Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The Examiner considered the Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) submitted 
on December 1 1 , 2003. 

Drawings 

2. The drawings were received on 10/20/2005. The examiner has accepted the 
drawing. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Astaneha (U.S. Patent No. 6,217,022) in view of Webb (U.S. Patent No. 6,336,860). 

Astaneha teaches a gaming device as recited in claims 1,13 and 24. The 
gaming device taught by Astaneha comprises: 

a game operable upon a wager (Col. 2, lines 1-3 discloses of a gambling device, 
wherein a gambling device is operable upon a wager); 

a display device (Figure 1 along with the related description discloses of the 

■ 

display device); 
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a plurality of award values adapted to be displayed by the display device 
(different numbers and colors are displayed, wherein the each number and color 
combination has different values associated with it, Figure 1, Figure 3 and col. 5, lines 
20-40); 

a plurality of modifier values (or second values or second outcomes) adapted to 
be displayed by the display device (modifier values are displayed by different color and 
numbers, wherein each number and color has different values associated with it, Figure 
1, Figure 3); and 

an award adapted to be provided to the player based on at least one generated 
award value and at least one generated modifier value (col. 5-6, lines 20-21). 

Astaneha does not teach a gaming device that comprises a plurality of 
characteristics including at least two of the same or related characteristics, wherein (a) 
at least one of the characteristics is associated with at least one of the award values 
and is adapted to be displayed by the display device in association with the award 
value; (b) at least one of the characteristics is associated with at least one of the 
modifier values and is adapted to be displayed by the display device in association with 
the modifier value; and (c) an additional award is adapted to be provided to the player if 
the generated award value and the generated modifier value include the same or 
related characteristics. In a related gaming device, Webb teaches game symbols 
having a first defining criteria (in the form of value, number, rank or another visual 
representation) and a second defining criteria (in the form of color or shape). See col. 
7, line 65 to col. 8, line 2. Webb further teaches that the second defining criteria of the 



* 
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game symbols can be used to provide a player with an additional award when the 
second defining criteria of two or more game symbols is the same irrespective of the 
first defining criteria. See col. 6, lines 50-65. Webb teaches that awarding players 
additional awards based on matching the second defining criteria of game symbols, in 
addition to or in replacement of, the first defining criteria of game symbols provides the 
game operator the ability to offer a wide selection of games while enabling a player to 
play different games with varying payoffs and game volatility. See col. 8, lines 36-40. It 

* 

would have been obvious for one skilled in the art at the time of the invention to 
incorporate the second defining criteria (in the form of color or shape) into the game 
symbols (award values and modifier values) of the gaming device taught by Astaneha in 
order to provide the game operator with the ability to offer a wide selection of games 

w 

while enabling a player to play different games with varying payoffs and game volatility 
as desirably taught by Webb in col. 8, lines 36-40. Thus, the combination of Astaneha 
and Webb teaches a gaming device in which at least one characteristic (second 
defining criteria of Webb) is displayed in association with the game symbols (at least 
one of the award values and at least one of the modifier values of Astaneha), wherein 
an additional award is provided to the player if the game symbols (the generated award 
value and the generated modifier value of Astaneha) include the same or related 
characteristics (second defining criteria of Webb). 

Regarding claims 2 and 14, the combination of Astaneha and Webb teaches 
displaying one of the plurality of award values or one of the plurality of modifier values 
on a wheel (Figure 1 of Astaneha). 
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Regarding claims 3 and 1 5, the combination of Astaneha and Webb teaches 
displaying one of the plurality of award values or one of the plurality of modifier values 
on concentrically arranged wheels (Figure 1 of Astaneha and Col. 2, lines11-29). 

Regarding claims 4 and 16, the combination of Astaneha and Webb teaches 
displaying a plurality of selections wherein one of the award values or one of the 
modifier values are associated with the selections (Figure 1 of Astaneha discloses 
plurality of selections, Figure 3 of Astaneha discloses plurality of award values). 

Regarding claims 5 and 1 7, the combination Astaneha and Webb teaches that 
the displayed selections are player selectable (Col. 5-6, lines 66-1 1 of Astaneha). 

Regarding claims 6 and 18, the combination of Astaneha and Webb teaches at 
least one different characteristic is associated with at least one of the award values and 
at least one different characteristic is associated with at least one of the modifier values 
(Figure 3 of Webb along with the related description thereof, wherein different 
characteristics, in the form of colors or shapes, is associated with each game symbol). 

Regarding claims 7, 8, 9, 19, 20 and 21, the combination of Astaneha and Webb 
teaches that one of the characteristics is associated with each of the award values and 
that one of the characteristics is associated with each of the modifier values (Figure 3 of 
Webb along with the related description thereof, wherein one of the characteristics, in 
the form of colors or shapes, is associated with each game symbol). 

Regarding claim 10, the combination of Astaneha and Webb teaches that the 
modifier values each include a multiplier value (col. 2, lines 31-40, cpl.7, lines 1-8 and 
figure 3 along with the related description thereof) 
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Regarding claims 1 1 and 22, the combination of Astaneha and Webb teaches 
input devices which enable the player to accept or reject the award (Astaneha, enables 
the player to accept an offer, wherein accepting the offer by the player constitutes 
acceptance of an award and enables the player to reject the offer, wherein changing of 
the offer by the player constitutes rejection of an award, col. 5, lines 20-50). Also see 
col. 7, lines 7-18 of Webb, wherein a player may accept an award or reject the award for 
a secondary play. 

Regarding claims 12 and 23, the combination of Astaneha and Webb teaches the 

» 

additional award includes at least one repeat of the determination of the award, at least 
one credit, an additional modifier, or at least one free game or spin (col. 6, lines 50-65 of 
Webb, wherein the additional award is a payout including at least one credit). 

Regarding claim 25, the combination of Astaneha and Webb teaches an 
additional one of the characteristics which is generated, wherein the additional award is 
increased if the additional characteristic includes the same or related characteristic (col. 
2, lines 66-67 and col. 7, line 65 to col. 8, line 12 and Figure 3 of Webb, wherein the 
additional award is a payout based on the same defining criteria in the form of shape, 
color and letter which can be increased for different winning combinations). 

Regarding claim 26, the combination of Astaneha and Webb teaches a method 
of operating a gaming device having a game operable upon a wager (Col. 2, lines 1-3 
discloses of a gambling device, wherein a gambling device is operable upon a wager 
and Figure 3 of Webb along with the related description thereof). The method as taught 
by the combination of Astaneha and Webb comprises: 
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displaying a plurality of first values (different numbers and colors are displayed, 
wherein the each number and color combination has different values associated with it, 
Figure 1, Figure 3 and col. 5, lines 20-40); 

displaying a plurality of second values adapted. to be displayed by the display 
device (modifier values are displayed by different color and numbers, wherein each 
number and color has different values associated with it, Figure 1 , Figure 3); 

associating a characteristic with at least one of the first values (Figure 3 of Webb 
along with the related description thereof, wherein one characteristic, in the form of 
color or shape, is associated with each game symbol); 

associating a characteristic with at least one of the second values (Figure 3 of 
Webb along with the related description thereof, wherein one characteristic, in the form 
of color or shape, is associated with each game symbol); 

displaying an indication of one of the first values (value displayed, outer wheel, in 
Figure 1 of Astaneha along with the related description thereof); 

displaying an indication of one of the second values (modifier displayed, inner 
wheel, in Figure 1 of Astaneha along with the related description thereof); 

providing the player an award based on the indicated first value and the indicated 
second value (Figure 3, and col. 5-6, lines 20-21 and col. 7, lines 1-15); and 

providing the player an additional award if the indicated first value and the 
indicated second value include the same or related characteristics (col. 6, lines 50-65 of 
Webb, wherein if two game symbols have the same characteristic, in the form of color 
or shape, the player is provided an additional award). 



Application/Control Number: 10/657,588 Page 8 

Art Unit: 3714 

Regarding claim 27, the combination of Astaneha and Webb teaches displaying 
one of the plurality of award values or one of the plurality of modifier values on a wheel 
(Figure 1 of Astaneha along with the related description thereof). 

Regarding claim 28, the combination of Astaneha and Webb teaches displaying 
one of the plurality of award values or one of the plurality of modifier values on 
concentrically arranged wheel (Figure 1 of Astaneha along with the related description 

thereof). 

Regarding claim 29, the combination Astaneha and Webb teaches displaying a 
plurality of selections wherein one of the award values or one of the modifier values are 

* 

associated with the selections (Figure 1 and figure 3 of Astaneha along with the related 
description thereof and col. 5-6, lines 61-2) 

Regarding claim 30, the combination of Astaneha and Webb teaches enabling 
the player to select at least one of the selections to determine the award value or the 
modifier value (Figure 1 and figure 3 of Astaneha along with the related description 
thereof and col. 6, lines 3-22). 

Regarding claim 31, the combination of Astaneha and Webb teaches displaying 
a characteristic associated with each award value and displaying a characteristic 
associated with each modifier value (Figure 3 of Webb along with the related description 
thereof, wherein characteristics, in the form of colors or shapes, can each be associated 
with different game symbols). 

Regarding claim 32, the combination of Astaneha and Webb teaches enabling 
the player to accept or reject the award (Astaneha, enables the player to accept an 
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offer, wherein accepting the offer by the player constitutes acceptance of an award and 
enables the player to reject the offer, wherein changing of the offer by the player 
constitutes rejection of an award, col. 5, lines 20-50). Also see col. 7, lines 7-18 of 
Webb, wherein a player may accept an award or reject the award for a secondary play. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-32 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure and is listed on the attached Notice of References Cited (PTO- 
892). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sunit Pandya whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2823. The examiner can normally be reached on M - F: 7:30 am - 5 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert OLSZEWSKI can be reached on (571) 272-6788. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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